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Objectives

ÂPresent an introduction to reference tools 

in the social sciences and humanities

Â Introduce some main challenges and 

advantages to using these tools. 



Overview

ÂSocial Sciences:

Indexes, Journals, Books, Web content

ÂHumanities

Indexes, Journals, Books, Web content



The Social Sciences

Â Anthropology & 
Archaeology

Â Childhood and Social 
Institutions

Â Economics

Â First Nations Studies

Â Geography

Â History

Â Kinesiology

Â Management & 
Organizational Studies

Â Political Science

Â Psychology

Â Public Administration and 
Local Government

Â Regional Studies

Â Social Work

Â Sociology

Â Women's Studies

http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/anthropologyarchaeology.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/anthropologyarchaeology.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/childhoodandsocialinstitutions.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/childhoodandsocialinstitutions.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/economics.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/firstnationsstudies.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/geography.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/history.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/kinesiology.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/managementorganizationalstudies.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/managementorganizationalstudies.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/politicalscience.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/psychology.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/publicadministrationandlocalgovernment.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/publicadministrationandlocalgovernment.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/regionalstudies.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/socialwork.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/sociology.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/womensstudies.shtml


Journals and Indexes for the Social 

Sciences

Â Current and historic research 

findings

Â Citation indexing 

Â Online tools offer 

comprehensive search 

functions. (Paper copies good 

for browsing and some older 

materials/ perspectives.)



Web of Science: Social Sciences 

Citation Index (1981-current)

Â Searchable author abstracts in social sciences 

from 1700 major journals, plus over 3400 items 

selected from leading natural and physical 

science journals.

ÂOffers users cited reference searches.

Â Print version in Weldon covers 1956-1999. 



Web of Science Tutorial
From: http://scientific.thomson.com/products/wos/







SocIndex 
(1895-current)

Â Over 1,300,000 records, subject 
headings from a 15,000 sociology-
specific terms.

Â Extensive indexing for books, 
monographs, conference papers, and 
other sources. 

Â Searchable cited references 

Â Covers anthropology, criminology, 
demography, economic development, 
ethnic & racial studies, gender studies, 
marriage & family, politics, religion, 
rural sociology, social psychology, 
social structure, social work, 
sociological theory, sociology of 
education, substance abuse, urban 
studies, and many others. 



LexisNexis Academic
(1970s onward)

Â Daily Updates.

Â Full-text documents from 

over 5,600 news, 

business, legal, medical, 

and reference 

publications 



Gender Watch
(1970s onward)

Â Includes:

- Content on impact of gender 
across a broad spectrum of 
subject areas

- Academic and scholarly 
journals, magazines, 
newspapers, newsletters, 
regional publications, books, 
booklets and pamphlets, 
conference proceedings, and 
government, n-g-o and special 
reports.



E-STAT
(1665 *census data-

onward)

Â Interactive database

Â Includes:

- Articles from Canadian 
Social Trends

- Current and historical 
Census data dating back 
to 1665.



ñHow do I find information on gender and pay 

equity in Canada?ò



The Future of Reference Tools



Why Go Electronic?

ÂCost

ÂSpace

ÂEase of use

ÂAccessibility



Oxford University Press

1478 ïThe first book is printed at Oxford University

1884 ïFirst edition of the Oxford English Dictionary is 

published

2000 ïOED launched online

*http://www.oup.com/about/history






